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C.

Ocean Fertilization

The Conference of the Parties,
Notes the work of the London Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of
Wastes and Other Matter (1972) and the 1996 London Protocol, welcomes the decision of the twentyninth Consultative Meeting of the Contracting Parties held from 5 to 9 November 2007, which: (i)
endorsed the June 2007 “Statement of Concern regarding iron fertilization of the oceans to sequester
CO 2 ” of their Scientific Groups, (ii) urged States to use the utmost caution when considering proposals
for large-scale ocean fertilization operations and (iii) took the view that, given the present state of
knowledge regarding ocean fertilization, large-scale operations were currently not justified:
1.
Requests the Executive Secretary to bring the issue of ocean fertilization to the attention
of the Joint Liaison Group;
2.
Urges Parties and other Governments to act in accordance with the decision of the
London Convention;
3.
Recognizes the current absence of reliable data covering all relevant aspects of ocean
fertilization, without which there is an inadequate basis on which to assess their potential risks;
4.
Bearing in mind the ongoing scientific and legal analysis occurring under the auspices of
the London Convention (1972) and the 1996 London Protocol, requests Parties and urges other
Governments, in accordance with the precautionary approach, to ensure that ocean fertilization activities
do not take place until there is an adequate scientific basis on which to justify such activities, including
assessing associated risks, and a global, transparent and effective control and regulatory mechanism is in
place for these activities; with the exception of small scale scientific research studies within coastal
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waters. Such studies should only be authorized if justified by the need to gather specific scientific data,
and should also be subject to a thorough prior assessment of the potential impacts of the research studies
on the marine environment, and be strictly controlled, and not be used for generating and selling carbon
offsets or any other commercial purposes;
5.
Requests the Executive Secretary to disseminate the results of the ongoing scientific and
legal analysis under the London Convention and London Protocol, and any other relevant scientific and
technical information, to the fourteenth meeting of the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and
Technological Advice.
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