Convention on Biological Diversity (1992)
Preamble
The Contracting Parties,

***
Affirming that the conservation of biological diversity is a common concern of humankind . . .
Noting that it is vital to anticipate, prevent and attack the causes of significant reduction or loss
of biological diversity at source,
Noting also that where there is a threat of significant reduction or loss of biological diversity,
lack of full scientific certainty should not be used as a reason for postponing measures to avoid
or minimize such a threat . . .
Determined to conserve and sustainably use biological diversity for the benefit of present and
future generations.

***
Article I. Objectives
The objectives of this Convention, to be pursued in accordance with its relevant provisions, are
the conservation of biological diversity, the sustainable use of its components and the fair and
equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources, including by
appropriate access to genetic resources and by appropriate transfer of relevant technologies,
taking into account all rights over those resources and to technologies, and by appropriate
funding.

***
Article 5. Cooperation
Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible and as appropriate, cooperate with other
Contracting Parties, directly or where appropriate, through competent international
organizations, in respect of areas beyond national jurisdiction and on other matters of mutual
interest, for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity.

***

Article 14. Impact Assessment and Minimizing Adverse Impacts
1. Each Contracting Party, as far as possible and as appropriate, shall:
(a) Introduce appropriate procedures requiring environmental impact assessment of its proposed
projects that are likely to have significant adverse effects on biological diversity with a view to
avoiding or minimizing such effects and, where appropriate, allow for public participation in
such procedures;
(b) Introduce appropriate arrangements to ensure that the environmental consequences of its
programmes and policies that are likely to have significant adverse impacts on biological
diversity are duly taken into account:
(c) Promote, on the basis of reciprocity, notification, exchange of information and consultation
on activities under their jurisdiction or control which are likely to significantly affect adversely
the biological diversity of other States or areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, by
encouraging the conclusion of bilateral, regional or multilateral arrangements, as appropriate;
(d) In the case of imminent or grave danger or damage, originating under its jurisdiction or
control, to biological diversity within the area under jurisdiction of other States or in areas
beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, notify immediately the potentially affected States of
such danger or damage, as well as initiate action to prevent or minimize such danger or damage;
and
(e) Promote national arrangements for emergency responses to activities or events, whether
caused naturally or otherwise, which present a grave and imminent danger to biological diversity
and encourage international cooperation to supplement such national efforts and, where
appropriate and agreed by the States or regional economic integration organizations concerned,
to establish joint contingency plans.
2. The Conference of the Parties shall examine, on the basis of studies to be carried out, the issue
of liability and redress, including restoration and compensation, for damage to biological
diversity, except where such liability is a purely internal matter.

***
Article 17. Exchange of Information
1. The Contracting Parties shall facilitate the exchange of information, from all publicly
available sources, relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, taking
into account the special needs of developing countries.
2. Such exchange of information shall include exchange of results of technical, scientific and
socio-economic research, as well as information on training and surveying programmes,
specialized knowledge, indigenous and traditional knowledge as such and in combination with
the technologies referred to in Article 16, paragraph 1. It shall also, where feasible, include
repatriation of information.

Article 18. Technical and Scientific Cooperation

1. The Contracting Parties shall promote international technical and scientific cooperation in the
field of conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, where necessary, through the
appropriate international and national institutions.
2. Each Contracting Party shall promote technical and scientific cooperation with other
Contracting Parties, in particular developing countries, in implementing this Convention, inter
alia, through the development and implementation of national policies. In promoting such
cooperation, special attention should be given to the development and strengthening of national
capabilities, by means of human resources development and institution building.
3. The Conference of the Parties, at its first meeting, shall determine how to establish a clearinghouse mechanism to promote and facilitate technical and scientific cooperation.
4. The Contracting Parties shall, in accordance with national legislation and policies, encourage
and develop methods of cooperation for the development and use of technologies, including
indigenous and traditional technologies, in pursuance of the objectives of this Convention. For
this purpose, the Contracting Parties shall also promote cooperation in the training of personnel
and exchange of experts.
5. The Contracting Parties shall, subject to mutual agreement, promote the establishment of joint
research programmes and joint ventures for the development of technologies relevant to the
objectives of this Convention.

***
Article 27. Settlement of Disputes
1. In the event of a dispute between Contracting Parties concerning the interpretation or
application of this Convention, the parties concerned shall seek solution by negotiation.
2. If the parties concerned cannot reach agreement by negotiation, they may jointly seek the good
offices of, or request mediation by, a third party.
3. When ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to this Convention, or at any time thereafter,
a State or regional economic integration organization may declare in writing to the Depositary
that for a dispute not resolved in accordance with paragraph i or paragraph 2 above, it accepts
one or both of the following means of dispute settlement as compu1sory:
(a) Arbitration in accordance with the procedure laid down in Part 1 of Annex II;
(b) Submission of the dispute to the International Court of Justice.
4. If the parties to the dispute have not. in accordance with paragraph 3 above, accepted the same
or any procedure, the dispute shall be submitted to conciliation in accordance with Part 2 of
Annex II unless the parties otherwise agree.
5. The provisions of this Article shall apply with respect to any protocol except as otherwise
provided in the protocol concerned.

***
Annex II
Part i
ARBITRATION

Article 1
The claimant party shall notify the secretariat that the parties are referring a dispute to arbitration
pursuant to Article 27. The notification shall state the subject-matter of arbitration and include, in
particular, the articles of the Convention or the protocol, the interpretation or application of
which are at issue. If the parties do not agree on the subject matter of the dispute before the
President of the tribunal is designated, the arbitral tribunal shall determine the subject matter.
The secretariat shall forward the information thus received to all Contracting Parties to this
Convention or to the protocol concerned.

Article 2
1. In disputes between two parties, the arbitral tribunal shall consist of three members. Each of
the parties to the dispute shall appoint an arbitrator and the two arbitrators so appointed shall
designate by common agreement the third arbitrator who shall be the President of the tribunal.
The latter shall not be a national of one of the parties to the dispute, nor have his or her usual
place of residence in the territory of one of these parties, nor be employed by any of them, nor
have dealt with the case in any other capacity.
2. In disputes between more than two parties, parties in the same interest shall appoint one
arbitrator jointly by agreement.
3. Any vacancy shall be filled in the manner prescribed for the initial appointment.

Article 3
1. If the President of the arbitral tribunal has not been designated within two months of the
appointment of the second arbitrator, the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall, at the
request of a party, designate the President within a further two-month period.
2. If one of the parties to the dispute does not appoint an arbitrator within two months of receipt
of the request, the other party may inform the Secretary-General who shall make the designation
within a further two-month period.

Article 4
The arbitral tribunal shall render its decisions in accordance with the provisions of this
Convention, any protocols concerned. And international law.

Article 5
Unless the parties to the dispute otherwise agree, the arbitral tribunal shall determine its own
rules of procedure.

Article 6
The arbitral tribunal may, at the request of one of the parties, recommend essential interim
measures of protection.

Article 7
The parties to the dispute shall facilitate the work of the arbitral tribunal and, in particular, using
all means at their disposal, shall:
(a) Provide it with ail relevant documents, information and facilities; and
(b) Enable it, when necessary, to call witnesses or experts and receive their evidence.

Article 8
The parties and the arbitrators are under an obligation to protect the confidentiality of any
information they receive in confidence during the proceedings of the arbitral tribunal.

Article 9
Unless the arbitral tribunal determines otherwise because of the particular circumstances of the
case, the costs of the tribunal shall be borne by the parties to the dispute in equal shares. The
tribunal shall keep a record of ail its costs, and shall furnish a final statement thereof to the
parties.

Article 10
Any Contracting Party that has an interest of a legal nature in the subject-matter of the dispute
which may be affected by the decision in the case, may intervene in the proceedings with the
consent of the tribunal.

Article 1l
The tribunal may hear and determine counterclaims arising directly out of the subject-matter of
the dispute.

Article 12
Decisions both on procedure and substance of the arbitral tribunal shall be taken by a majority
vote of its members.

Article 13
If one of the parties to the dispute does not appear before the arbitral tribunal or fails to defend
its case, the other party may request the tribunal to continue the proceedings and to make its
award.
Absence of a party or a failure of a party to defend its case shall not constitute a bar to the
proceedings. Before rendering its final decision, the arbitral tribunal must satisfy itself that the
claim is well founded in fact and law.

Article 14
The tribunal shall render its final decision within five months of the date on which it is fully
constituted unless it finds it necessary to extend the time-limit for a period which should not
exceed five more months.

Article 15
The final decision of the arbitral tribunal shall be confined to the subject-matter of the dispute
and shall state the reasons on which it is based. It shall contain the names of the members who
have participated and the date of the final decision. Any member of the tribunal may attach a
separate or dissenting opinion to the final decision.

Article 16
The award shall be binding on the parties to the dispute. It shall be without appeal unless the
parties to the dispute have agreed in advance to an appellate procedure.

Article 17
Any controversy which may arise between the parties to the dispute as regards the interpretation
or manner of implementation of the final decision may be submitted by either party for decision
to the arbitral tribunal which rendered it.

Part 2
CONCILIATION
Article 1
A conciliation commission shall be created upon the request of one of the parties to the
dispute. The commission shall, unless the parties otherwise agree, be composed of five
members, two appointed by each Party concerned and a President chosen jointly by those
members.

Article 2
In disputes between more than two parties, parties in the" same interest shall appoint their
members of the commission jointly by agreement. Where two or more parties have separate
interests or there is a disagreement as to whether they are of the same interest, they shall
appoint their members separately.

Article 3

If any appointments by the parties are not made within two months of the date of the request
to create a conciliation commission, the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall, if
asked to do so by the party that made the request, make those appointments within a further
two-month period.

Article 4
If a President of the conciliation commission has not been chosen within two months of the
last of the members of the commission being appointed, the Secretary-General of the United
Nations shall, if asked to do so by a party, designate a President within a further two-month
period.

Article 5
The conciliation commission shall take its decisions by majority vote of its members. It shall,
unless the parties to the dispute otherwise agree, determine its own procedure. It shall render
a proposal for resolution of the dispute, which the parties shall consider in good faith.

Article 6
A disagreement as to whether the conciliation commission has competence shall be decided
by the commission.

